
 

TO: Regional Bicycle Working Group  DATE: April 19, 2007 

FR: Sean Co W. I.   

RE: Regional Bicycle Plan Update 

 
Background 
 
MTC staff is in the process of updating the 2001 Regional Bicycle Plan. The 2007 Regional 
Bicycle Plan will be a minor update to the existing plan. Staff is working with Eisen Letunic to 
update some of the old data and costs from the 2001 plan as well as updates to policies and 
programs MTC has developed since the last update.  
 
At the August 18, 2005 RBWG Meeting, the group discussed items to be included or updated 
with the next Regional Bicycle Plan update. Staff has reviewed these recommendations and will 
incorporate some of these items as part of the 2007 update. For some of these items MTC staff 
will be soliciting input from the group. 
 
Defining the Bicycle Plan Update 
 
Staff would like to solicit the group’s input on a few items to assist MTC staff in preparing the 
draft Regional Bicycle Plan. Below is a list of items that staff would like input: 
 

1. Planning Goals and Objectives – Attached for your review are the Policies from the 2001 
Bicycle Plan. Please provide input on these existing policies and any additional policies 
that may not be listed. 

2. Regional Bicycle Network – One of the recommendations from the August 2005, RBWG 
meeting was to develop a process to update the Regional Bicycle Network. Currently the 
network is updated as agencies make changes to their network and /or update their 
bicycle plan. Since the network is composed of high-priority projects that have 
implications for funding, a formal process to incorporate these projects into the network 
needs to be developed.  

3. Resources – The 2001 plan includes several resources for local agencies listed in the 
Appendices. Some of these resources will be updated while other resources will be 
removed. MTC staff would like input on which of these sections can be updated or 
removed as well as new resources that may be appropriate for the bicycle plan. These 
include: 

a. Appendix C – U.S. DOT Guidance on Bicycle/Pedestrian Access 
b. Appendix D - Transit Station Evaluation 
c. Appendix E – Toolbox 

i. Bicycle Count Methodology 
ii. Project Evaluation Methodology 



iii. Maintenance 
iv. Model Ordinances 
v. Signage 

vi. Safety Index 
 
Schedule 
 
MTC staff and EisenLetunic will be providing a draft Regional Bicycle Plan to the RBWG at 
the June 2007 Meeting. Comments from the group will be incorporated into the final Bicycle 
Plan, which will be presented to the group at the August 16th meeting. MTC will adopt the plan 
in September.  
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PLANNING GOALS AND 
OBJECTIVES 
This chapter outlines the goal and objectives that served as 
guidelines in the development of the Regional Bicycle Plan, 
and express MTC’s interest in increasing efforts directed 
toward bicycling. 
 

PRINCIPAL GOAL: 

Ensure that bicycling is a convenient, safe, and practical 
means of transportation throughout the Bay Area for all Bay 
Area residents. 
 
Federal and state directives are placing greater emphasis on 
accommodating pedestrians and bicyclists when designing 
roadway facilities. Of particular note is Caltrans Deputy 
Directive (DD) 64 issued by Caltrans earlier this year. MTC’s 
goal is to echo these directives and use them as a framework 
for the plan itself.  For the region to make strides towards 
improving bicycle travel, however, this goal must be 
embraced by many different organizations, including cities, 
towns, counties, transit operators, the bicycling public, and 
other partner agencies of MTC. 
 
 
Objective 1.0  The Regional Bicycle Network 
Define a comprehensive regional bikeway network. 

Policies: 
1.1 Develop a cohesive system of regional bikeways 

that provide access to and among major activity 
centers and public transportation. 

1.2 Ensure all regionally funded transportation projects 
consider enhancement of bicycle transportation 
consistent with Caltrans Deputy Directive 64. 

1.3 Ensure the bikeway network serves bicyclists of a 
wide variety of abilities. 

1.4 Encourage bicycle-friendly design on all streets and 
roadways through new technologies, “best 

“The needs of non-
motorized 
transportation must be 
considered on all 
highway projects.” 
-Chapter 1000, Highway 
Design Manual 

“The Department fully 
considers the needs of 
non-motorized 
travelers (including 
pedestrians, bicyclists 
and persons with 
disabilities) in all 
programming, 
planning, maintenance, 
construction, 
operations and project 
development activities 
and products.”  
-Caltrans Deputy 
Directive 64 
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practices” standards, guidelines, and innovative 
treatments on all new roadways and multiuse paths. 
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Objective 2.0  Multimodal Integration 
Develop and enhance opportunities for bicyclists to easily 
access other modes of transportation. 

Policies 
2.1 Encourage transit agencies to promote, provide, 

and maintain convenient and secure bike parking 
facilities -- racks, bike lockers, in-station bike storage, 
and staffed bicycle parking facilities -- at transit stops, 
stations, and terminals. 

2.2 Facilitate multimodal transportation 
cooperation with local and regional transit agencies 
to ensure bicycles can be accommodated on all 
forms of transit and that adequate space is devoted 
to their storage on board whenever possible.   

2.3 Improve bicycle access to transit hubs and 
stations by means of signage and bikeways. 

2.4 Encourage bicycle-friendly development 
activity and support facilities, e.g., bicycle rental and 

repair, around transit stations. 

Objective 3.0  Comprehensive Support Facilities 
Encourage the development of comprehensive support 
facilities for bicycling. 

Policies  
3.1 Encourage local jurisdictions to adopt ordinances 

requiring bicycle parking and storage, and shower 
and locker facilities for all new developments and 
major redevelopments. 

3.2 Encourage local jurisdictions to offer incentives for 
employers who provide indoor bicycle parking for 
their employees. 

3.3 Provide bike access, wherever possible, across all 
Bay Area toll bridges. 

3.4 Continue to require cities and counties to form and 
maintain bicycle advisory committees, and to 
develop and update comprehensive bicycle plans 
as a condition for receiving Transportation 
Development Act (TDA) funds. 

 

Golden Gate Transit bus 
equipped with bike rack 
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3.5 Ensure ongoing maintenance and monitoring 
efforts that support the implementation of the 
regional bikeway system. 

Objective 4.0  Bicycle Education, Promotion, and Safety  
Develop public outreach materials to emphasize bicycle 
safety and the positive benefits of cycling. 

Policies 
4.1 Encourage and support the creation or expansion 

of comprehensive safety awareness, driver 
education, cyclist education and diversion training 
programs for cyclists and motorists. 

4.2 Develop a comprehensive bicycling promotion 
outreach effort to advocate bicycling as a healthy 
transportation choice, both physically and 
environmentally.   

Objective 5.0  Funding Sources 
Develop an orderly, equitable, and effective regional funding 
and implementation process. 

Policies 
5.1 Establish a funding system that equitably directs 

regional funds to improve and expand bicycle 
facilities throughout the Bay Area. 

5.2 Consider the direct and indirect benefits of 
bicycling in the allocation of funding and in 
developing performance measures.  

Objective 6.0  Planning  
Continue to support bicycle programs with ongoing planning. 

Policies 
6.1 Ensure ongoing planning efforts that support 

projects in the Regional Bicycle Plan. 

6.2 Update the Regional Bicycle Plan every three years, 
in coordination with Regional Transportation Plan 
updates, to chart progress in developing the system 
and respond to changing circumstances. 
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6.3 Form a regional bicycle working group to oversee 
activities in this plan. 


	Background

